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West Linton St Andrew’s 
Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC003938 

Thoughts from the Locum … 

Heralding a new era, the ceremony to inaugurate the 46th President of 
the United States would have been watched – barely a month ago?  It 
seems already as if it were an age – with such a mixture of thoughts 
and feelings.  As anxious for the well-being of my native country as I am 
conscious of its shortcomings (and mine!), I listened to the youth poet 
laureate Amanda Gorman’s poem The Hill We Climb, delivered in the 
movements of her hands and the pacing of her words: 

For while we have our eyes on the future 
history has its eyes on us. 
This is the era of just redemption. 
We feared at its inception,  
we did not feel prepared to be the heirs 
of such a terrifying hour 
but within it we found the power 
to author a new chapter 
to offer hope and laughter to ourselves. 
So while once we asked, 
how could we possibly prevail over catastrophe? 
now we assert 
how could catastrophe possibly prevail over us? 
We will not march back to what was 

but move to what shall be … 
(Continued on page 2) 
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When day comes we step out of the shade, 
aflame and unafraid. 
The new dawn blooms as we free it. 

For there is always light, 
if only we’re brave enough to see it 
if only we’re brave enough to be it 

There is always light, and we cannot do without it.   

The motto of the Royal Astronomical Society is, in Latin, Quicquid nitet 
notandum, which translates roughly to  ‘Whatever shines is bound to be 
recorded’, referring of course to the infinitesimal stars and suns of 
space to whose mystery humankind has been drawn from the dawn of 
the world.    Could we not adopt its wisdom – and that of Amanda 
Gorman’s poem – as a watchword for ourselves and for our own times, 
as we observe and contemplate and chart not only the movement of 
galaxies but ourselves too, peoples and nations and faiths – knowing 
that it is not just whatever shines, but whoever shines, that we so 
desperately need and so willingly record.   

Astonishingly and comfortingly these lights are everywhere around us – 
as myriad as the stars on a clear night.  You are light for all the world, 
Jesus declared, leaving no one out.   

May we give thanks, then, for every gift of light – for every sign of an 
open and generous spirit, for every place where there is beauty even 
alongside ugliness, wherever tendrils of hope weave their way through 
the darkness of the world’s suffering, shedding light where there is 
greatest need, wherever humanity and freedom are affirmed, and 
wherever our symbols of love are brought to life not only in soaring 
vision but in present reality.   

Whatever and whoever shines is bound to be recorded.  Let us go forth 

then, and shine.  All of us.       Nancy Norman 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Message from Session Clerk ... 

They say that here in Scotland we can sometimes experience all four 

seasons in one day! Perhaps its most likely that we feel this at the start 

or end of a season? As I write this, we are now in late Winter moving to 

early Spring and looking back over February I have to admit to having 

really enjoyed this proper Winter, whilst full of empathy for the 

difficulty in being out and about when the pavements have been icy 

and dicey. In the South Pentlands it has been nothing short of 

spectacular: deep white, crisp and even; such a privilege to live in this 

really special part of the world with its opportunity be out in the wild, 

whilst staying close to home. Yet, as we close out the month, the Spring 

sunshine is here and after the rush and flow of the melting snow the 

landscape has changed. Is it time to say farewell to the Winter? Who 

knows, but we do sense we are moving forwards into Spring and as 

we’ve now entered Lent, we reflect on Christian renewal over this 

period through to Easter. 

The month of March is named after Mars, the Roman God of War and is 

thought also be a time when military campaigns resume. A grim 

thought perhaps, but we know that with the warmer and longer days 

this does indeed give us a greater predisposition to act and move 

forward after our weeks of hunkering down. On another positive note, 

there’s the sense of a successful vaccination process underway and an 

optimism that a progressive ending of the present lockdown can now 

be planned with some confidence. 

We start the month on 1st March remembering the Patron Saint of 

Wales, St David, and I have my own recollection of growing up in 

Ceredigion celebrating this day with our school eisteddfod (festival) 

with wonderful music and poetry competitions and dressing up with 

daffodils on our lapels. St David was living is the 6th century and was the 

founder of many religious communities and I think the only native born 
(Continued on page 4) 
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patron saint of the countries of Britain and Ireland. He was known for 

having a very austere lifestyle, living off leeks and water so perhaps a 

vegan too? Leeks remain a symbol in Wales and we would also wear 

these on our school blazers or national dress as we joined in the 

festivities. St David died in 589 and apparently on his last Sunday 

offered words at his sermon: ‘ Be joyful, keep the faith and do the little 

things that you have heard and seen me do’. 

I do want to thank everyone for all your support as, in the past month, 

we have gone through a complex process of consultation with our 

members and adherents over the extending of our linking, leading to 

the voting process we are hopefully about to conclude. As we move 

into March we can take a next positive step in the right direction. We 

are progressing well through this and I ask for your patience. We will 

communicate clearly on the outcome of the voting process, once 

known and on the next steps to come.  

The outcome of the voting process will first be reported at the 

Presbytery Planning Implementation Committee Meeting on 2nd March. 

Our congregations are encouraged to attend this so please look out for 

the formal citation and Zoom link. Our hope is that we can get 

ourselves quickly to a point where we have agreement to seek a new 

minister on behalf of the new extended linking of 6 churches. 

Meanwhile let’s all look forward to the month to come, and with it a 

gradual easing of the restrictions and warmer days outside. We might 

also remember St David’s message: ‘Do the little things in life’ in our 

support and love for each other. 

Tony Hoskins 
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Christian Aid Viewpoint 2021 ... 

REIMAGINE     RESHAPE     REBUILD 

For many, 2020 was one of the most difficult years in memory. 

The coronavirus pandemic challenged health systems and economies in 
every society, stretching some to breaking point. At the same time, the 
climate crisis continued to grow more deadly. 

There is no denying the severe impact this has had, and continues to 
have, on communities around the world – especially those battling 
poverty. But even in the toughest moments, love gives hope. 

We’ve been inspired by remarkable people across the globe, working 
side by side for a more just world. 

Our supporters have raised almost £2 million for our emergency 
coronavirus appeal. Over 20,000 have called for debt cancellation to 
help the world’s poorest countries fight coronavirus. 

Meanwhile Christian Aid’s local partners have provided much needed 
emergency relief, helping communities to survive the crisis. 

Against this back drop of anxiety, heartbreak and grief, these 
expressions of love expose the humanity that inspires us to move 
forwards. The question is, will we seize it? 

The development of vaccines give us hope that we can move on from 
coronavirus. But the kind of world we move into is up for grabs.  

We have the opportunity to reshape our world, rooted in the 
unshakeable belief that every individual is worthy and loved. Together 
we can reimagine a better way forward for everyone. 

With the UK hosting the UN climate talks in November, we can push our 
political leaders to champion climate justice, ensuring that any green 
recovery to the pandemic doesn’t leave our global neighbours behind. 

As we step forward into 2021, let us continue to faithfully, passionately 
and humbly put our faith into action, seizing the opportunities in front 

(Continued on page 6) 
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of us all. 

Whether you sign a petition, join a protest march, pray for our global 
neighbours’ health, or donate to help communities battling the climate 
crisis, it all counts. 

This isn’t a pipe dream: you’ve created real change throughout Christian 
Aid’s 75 years of fighting poverty and injustice. 

We’ve stood with the people of South Africa to fight apartheid, worked 
tirelessly to convince supermarkets to stock Fairtrade products, and 
helped to win huge victories for climate justice, such as the 2015 Paris 
Agreement. 

We have a struggle ahead to build a world in which everyone can thrive. 
But together, we can draw on the inspiration of past successes and take 
real hope from love in action across the whole Christian Aid family. 

Join us at our website:    caid.org.uk/campaigns 

Robert Higgins 

(Continued from page 5) 

Bethany Care Van Service News ... 

Bethany Christian Trust Welcome Centre 

Readers may be unaware of a new initiative which started in October 

2020 to improve conditions for rough sleepers in Edinburgh. 

The Rapid Re-accommodation Welcome Centre at the Haymarket Hotel 

Hub is a FREE service offering food (3 meals a day), sleeping facilities 

and a high level of support to people who do not have any 

accommodation and otherwise would be rough sleeping. Integrated 

support, day and night, is available in-house from Bethany staff, City of 

Edinburgh Council staff and visiting partner services. In return, transient 

(Continued on page 7) 
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residents have to make a commitment to house rules – zero tolerance 

to drug use or dealing, no alcohol consumption and show respect for 

others. The primary aim is to move them on to more settled 

accommodation as quickly as possible so that they can hopefully be 

reintegrated into society. 

I recently attended a Zoom meeting to hear about the current situation. 

It was an encouraging and uplifting experience! In the first 19 weeks, 

615 individuals have passed through the hotel involving a grand total of 

5960 daily accesses (average 45). This has drastically reduced rough 

sleeper numbers from approximately 120 per night pre-covid  to less 

than 10 who are not able to change their current lifestyle. Most of 

these intractable cases involve serious mental health issues but it is 

hoped that trust can be built up over time to alter their attitude. 

The staff at the Centre have been given priority for covid vaccination 

and some have already received their second dose. This will make for a 

much safer working environment for all concerned. BUT even more 

amazing is the covid situation of residents during the winter. Despite 

this being a high at risk cohort, NOT ONE confirmed case has been 

detected. God indeed works in mysterious ways?! 

The knock on effect on the evening Care Van Service is that footfall is 

greatly reduced with a daily   average of about 20 attendees instead of 

40-50 previously. You may think that our local Care Van team, whose 

aim is to help as many of those less fortunate than ourselves,  may be 

disappointed by this downward trend  but counter-intuitively it 

indicates that the new integrated support service in the city is working 

well in addressing the problem of chronic homelessness. We can but 

dream that the Care Van will not be needed at some point in the 

future………          

Robert Higgins 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Readers 

March   7th Christine Leith 

  14th Jean McNab 

  21st Jean McNab 

  28th Mary Turnbull 

    Readers  

April    4th Mary Turnbull 

  11th Steven Whalley 

  18th Steven Whalley 

  25th Helen Dry 

Zoom Services March 

 West Linton 11.30 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

28/2 Colin Herd Rev Nancy Norman Colin Herd 

  7th Rev Nancy Norman Rev Chris Levison Rev Nancy Norman 

14th Steven Whalley Rev Nancy Norman Mary McElroy 

21st Kevin Scott Kevin Scott David Henderson-Howat 

28th Rev Nancy Norman Colin Herd Rev Nancy Norman 

Material for the April Newsletter should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 29th March 2021.  The April issue will be available by 4th April.   

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org.  Please in-

clude ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 

To stop receiving the Newsletter by email please send an email to : 

newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

Stated  Annual Meeting .. 
There is no provision in Church Law for us to hold our Stated Annual 

Meeting by Zoom.  However, the Kirk Session has agreed that we will 

hold an informal meeting after our Zoom service on 21st March when 

the annual accounts will be available and any questions can be asked. 

Copies of the accounts will be available in advance on request. 

Editor’s Note … 

Due to the weather conditions at the beginning of February there was 

no physical distribution of the Newsletter.  An electronic copy is availa-

ble if anyone would like a copy.  Email to the address below to request a 

copy. 


